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To . 


Charitable Society 


ä dad he Worſhip of Gop in 
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HE bet of the following diſcourſe 
needs no recommendation, how 


much ſoever the manner of treating it may 


require candour. Nor am I ſollicitous 


about the reception it may meet with in 
the world, any farther than as a favourable 
thought of i it, may be requiſite to its being 
read and conſidered; or as the handling a 
ſubject may either ſubſer ve or pr aces R 


the truth itſelf. .. 


As it was more Fee My Hh 


Friends, on your account, and at your re- 


queſt, that a ſermon is annually preachd 
on the day this was, it gives me ſome 
hopes the publication of this will be 
eſteemed a ſpecial remembrancer by you, 


” of the great concern you have to mind, and 
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maintain the cauſe in which you profeſs to | 
have embark'd, I mean, that of pure and 1 
undeſiled religion. You may by this ſpeci- : 
'} men, though bur a ſpecimen, I think ſee 
1 from whence religion reſults, upon what it 
ſtands; and, notwithſtanding the loud tri- 
umphs and inſults of its enemies, may be 
aſſured, that were the conteſt maintained 
| only upon the foot of reaſon, the cauſe of 
4 xeligion mult be victorious. }. . 
il Notwithſtanding this, you muſt not ex- 
18 pect to go through the world without 
tthoſe ſcoffs and reproaches, that will try 
the ſtrength of the foundation on which 
you have built. Your regards to religion, 
I truſt, are not the effects of chance or 
meer education, but from a perſonal deli- 
 berate choice; and that tis your prevail- 
} ing defire to live: an honour to it. Upon 
| this, permit me, juſt to offer you the fol- F 
lowing advice. _ „ 
Take care you give no juſt occaſion to 4 
have your good evil ſpoken of. Beware of 
znconfiſtencies; nor make light of the ſmal- 
leſt: as you cannot anſwer for the leaſt to 
5 God, 1 nor anſwer for your ſelves where you 
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DEDICATION! 
ſhall ſtop. Beware of /xper//ition, or mix- 
ing thoſe things with religion as of the 
| ſame nature, and of equal importance, which 
are uncommanded; leaſt by your fondneſs 
for your own Annie they take place with 
you of preſcribed duties, and lead others to 
transfer their W and _y to o religion 
ſelf. 1.44 

Affect not . ang! unter hail 
the word of God, or a due regard to your 
Souls neceſſitate you; and ſ% fur account 
it both duty and honour. Conform to che 
judiſferent uſages and cuſtoms of the world, 
as far as is conſiftent with your rule, your 
conſcience, and ſafety; but remember a pre- 
vailing conformity to the world, and a due 
| regare to religion, can. never be. reconciled. 

Cultivate a catholick ſpirit; let all that 
are ſervants of the ſame God, walking by 
the ſame rule, and ſeeking the ſame Hea- 
ven, be dear to you, however in leſſer 
matters they differ from you; this will 
prevent a great deal of guilt, ſecure an 
unimagined pleaſure, and do juſt honour 
to the religion of Jeſus; for this is but 
the genuine temper of true chriſtianity. 


v 
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DEDICATION. 

Look upon religion as the bſineſs of 
life, and aim at perfection therein; carry 
it into all the parts of life, that you may 
Feel its excellency your ſelves, and demon- 
ſtrate it to others. Be not afraid or aſha- 
med to excel in what is the dignity of your 
natures, as well as their perfection. And 


now may this diſcourſe, and ALL the pub- 


lick miniſtrations you attend upon, engage 
you more in the divine ſervice as a rea- 
ſonable thing, and lead you to greater ex- 
perience of it as interought and delightful, | 
and my grand view and unfeigned prayer 
will be anſwered, who am, 


Gent lemen, 


Dur r well-wiſher of beth world, 


Rom. XII. x; | 
I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
| bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, accep- 


table unto God, which is Jour reaſons 
able ſervice. - 


as ever to approve itſelf to our higheſt and 
nobleſt faculty; and carries thoſe arguments 
in its very nature on irs own behalf, which, if con- 
ſidered and applied, would work upon every ſpring 
of action belonging to an imelligent nature. That we 
ſee any diſcarding it, or pelting it with their ſcoffs, 
is not becauſe there is nothing in it befriending man- 
kind, or approving itſelf to our own minds; but is 
evidently reſolvable into the aſcendency of ſenſe and 
appetite over reaſon; which, by its continuance, ei- 
ther rendets reaſon uncapable of acting, or elſe turns 
it into an inſtrument of fear and puniſhment ; ſo that 
when it dictates to ſuch, it cannot govern them, or 
elſe is ſhunned and ſuppreſſed by them, leaſt it ſhould _ 
torment eh. Jes when ſuch ſpeak of reli- 


gion, 
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gion, they ſpeak of it in the view that their own 


paſſions, prejudices, and appetites have ſer it: reaſon 
delivers not its ſentiment ; for that and religion are 


always on one fide: it is demonſtration, that were 
reaſon to rule, the underſtanding would be chiefly 


converſant with divine truths, the will would embrace 
and chooſe the divine laws, and the affections be pre- 
vailingly ſet upon the happineſs God hath propoſed 
and offered: and this is religion; when perfected, this 
is heaven. It is to this the goſpel is calling us in 


general, and the apoſtle very movingly in the text; 
aſſuring us, that acting religiouſly, is acting moſt rea- 


ſonably, and by the practice of chriſtianity, we moſt 
truly ſhew ourſelves, men. 
There is no need of conſidering theſe words in their 
connection with the foregoing chapters, though they 
come in as an inference : the truth I propoſe to ſpeak 
to from them will be no way affected by taking them 
as independent on what went before. I ſhall therefore 


proceed to conſider the two moſt obſervable . 
| they contain. | 


V The matter of in aaron) the preferring 
ourſelves to FS: as a ſacrifice. 


JI. The character the pelle gives of the nature 

of this act; he ſtiles it a #eaſonable ſervice. Tis 

- the latter of theſe I principally have my eye 

upon; but to prepare our way, and to render 

the truth of the latter more evident, *tis * 
fire a ne to conſider the former. | 

L Let 
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I. Let us conſider the matter of the exhortation ; 


the preſenting ourſelves to God as a ſacrifice. And 


here it may be remarked, that the terms made uſe 
of are alluſive to the worſhip and ſervice of God 


under the law : That conſiſted principally of ſacrifices, 


or things offered to God; which in their more ge- 
neral diviſion were ranked under two heads; thoſe 
of propitiation or atonement for offences committed, 
and thoſe of gratitude or acknowledgement of mer- 
cies received. This diſpenſation hath long ſince 


ceaſed, but there is that in the chriſtian ſtate, which 


bears ſome analogy thereto. Ve have our facrifice 
of propitiation; not of our own offering indeed; but 
we are to be ſanctified, that is, freed from the guilt 
of {in by the offering of Jeſus Chriſt once for all, or by 
bis one offering, Heb. x. 10. which is ſet in oppo- 
ſition to the frequent ſacrifices of expiation under the 
law. As to the other ſacrifices, thoſe of gratitude, 
theſe we are now to offer continually, but theſe are 
acceptable to God only through the ſacrifice vf atone- 
ment, I Pet, 11. 5. to theſe ſacrifices the Apoſtle alludes 
in the text as he founds his exhortation on the mer- 
cies of God: whatever therefore is offered unto God 
in a way of ſervice, is under the new teſtament 


termed, a ſacrifice The preſenting our bodies, al- 


ludes to the bringing the beaſt zo the altar to be ſa- 
crificed, and ſetting it apart for ſuch a purpoſe, which 
was termed, preſenting them before the Lord, Levit. 


xvi. 7. thus, faith the Apoſtle, do you preſent your 


bodies; that is, your 2whole ſelves, a part put for the 


Religion, a reaſonable Service. 9 
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10 Religion, a reaſonable Service. 
whole ; by this we may ſee the ſubje& matter of 


the exhortation, namely, the devoting and dedica- 


ting ourſelves ro God, all we are, and all we have, 
to be uſed and employed for him, by univerſal 
obedience —We are to be living and holy ſacrifices, 
that is, our lives with all our powers and faculties 
are to be ſacred to his uſe and ſervice, as every thing 
ſer apart for the ſervice of God, was termed, holy. 
To preſent ourſelves to God, is, in ſhort, to de- 
vote ourſelves to religion, for that is the ſervice of 
God. Now concerning this I would juſt hint the 
following obſervations. 

1ſt Ob/? This is not matter of liberty; or -wher we 
may comply with or refuſe at pleaſure. The Apoſtle 
doth not entreat them, as if it were a favour in 
them to comply; but he exhorts them, he calls upox 
them (ſo the word may be rendred) as to a duty 
already incumbent. We can confer no right on 
God; as whatever we have of that nature. is but 


ſubordinate, and held of him : this preſenting our- 


ſelves can be no more, than acknowledging a claim 


in God, ſupream and unalienable, to ns and our 


ſervices. We may prattically deny it, and with-hold 
ourſelves from him, but this cannot be done with- 
out robbing him, and is at our own unſpeakable pe- 

ril. It's true, he requires our conſent; and with 
this view the word is rendred in another place, yield 
your ſelves to God, Row. vi. 13. but this is only 
ſpeaking to us agreeably to our natures as reaſonable 
free agents, endued with underſtanding and will ; this 


is only to — out to us the nature of religion, 
5 = - 


Religion, 'a reaſonable Service. 11 
as à voluntary choſen thing; only to ſhew us what 
acts are ſuitable to our nature, and rewardable by 
God. So that whatever air of entreaty the Scrip- 
ture uſes, in preſenting ourſelves to God, we do no 
more than is indiſpenſably due, and when we have 
given him our all, we have given him 67 his own. 

24 Obſ. Though this exhortation may be comply- | 
ed with, where there is no explicite ſolemn act of 
dedication, yet ſuch acts are of no {mall i importance 
or influence as to the end deſigned. I cannot ſay 
the Apoſtle hath his eye upon any ſuch formal act 
of dedication, as the chriſtian may find neceſſary for 
himſelf, or naturally be led to upon a flow of pious 
affections either in the cloſet or a ſacramental table: 
ſuch as when in ſo many words, tranſacting immedli- 
ately with an inviſible God, he declares that he 
gives up himſelf and all he hath to him, ſolemnly 
liſting himſelf in his ſervice, to be his, his ozly, his 
for ever —I ſay, I do not think the Apoſtle is im- 
mediately exhorting to ſuch a ſet tranſaction ; but only 
in the general, to the engaging in a religious courſe 
and practice. And it is certain this is much more 
than the former: the bent of our hearts, and the 
tenor of our lives do more zr#ly denominate and 
diſtinguiſh us, then any particular acts however ſolemn : 

they more fully declare whoſe ſervants we are, and 
to whom we have preſented ourſelves : our lives 
may declare us the ſervants of God, or the ſlaves of 
the devil; we may have truly yielded ourſelves the 
ſervants of righteouſneſs, or of ſin, though we have 
never declared in ſo many words to which we would 
| B TO, | yield 
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yield ourſelves: and where there is ſuch a dedication 
to God as an holy life, there is the thing, which 
the, want of a circumſtance, I think, cannot inva- 
lidate. But nevertheleſs, ſuch ſolemn explicite acts are 
not #eceſſary. They have a very great aptitude when 
attended with a due ſolemnity to impreſs the mind 
with a ſenſe of the great God, which by reaſon of 
his being i#vj/ible is too ſeldom found, and too ſoon 
wears off ; they tend much to fix the ſoul; to lay 
it under ſenſible engagements ; which perſons may 
urge upon themſelves for their caution, their quick- 
ning, and their preſervation under particular tempta- 
tions. And thoſe that know themſelves, and truly 
deſire to cleave to the Lord, and ftich to his teſti- 
monies, will acknowledge all helps are little enough: 
nay, I believe I may add, where there is an heart 
and life truly devoted to God and religion, ſuch 
expreſs ſurrenders, and dedications will be very natural: 
there will not need a prompter, they will not want 
a precept. The ſum of the matter therefore is this, 
ſuch explicite ſolemn acts of dedication in retirement, 
or at a facramental table, being greatly inſtrumental 
and ſubſervient to the thing it ſelf, an holy religions 
life ; they are greatly neceſſary, though not abſolutely 
fo : and though there may poſſibly be a religious life 
without them, yet I am perſuaded, religion would 
de more a vital, _ ilullrious, ne thing 
thereby. | 
zd Obſe This i ourſelves to God, is not 
to be confined to any particular acts of ſelf-dedication, 
| however ſolemn or expreſs. However neceſſary or 
bio 5 - uſcful | 
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Religion, a reaſonable Service, 13 
uſeful they may be, yet they are not to terminate in 


themſelves : they all look beyond themſelves, and re- 


ſpe& the thing implied in the Apoſtle's exhortation, 4 


ſtate of devotedneſs, an abiding governing diſpoſition of 


mind, a continued courſe ; not barely the act of ſurren- 
der, but a living to God; a making over life and talents 
to him, to be regulated by his will, to ſerve the pur- 
poſes of his glory, and a continued care to make it 
good: it ſuppoſes a perſon to carry it about with them, 
as their living ſenſe and apprehenſion, that they are Ja- 
cred to God and his ſervice. As the beaſt that was pre- 
ſented, ſtood ready to be diſpoſed of by facrifice, in 


like manner the ſoul that preſents it ſelf to God, ſhould 


do it with a view to all after obedience ; as a declara- 
tion of its ready mind or diſpoſition to every good 
work, Tit. iii. 1. in a word, it is to be eſteemed the 


ground and engagement of a ſetled n relatiun. 1 


Come NOW 3 


II. To conſider the character the apoſtle gives of 


this act; *tis our reaſonable ſervice. I ſhall take no no- 


tice of thoſe ſenſes ſome take this expreſſion in, be- 
cauſe whatever it may include, I think it cannot exclude 
the ſenſe I would conſider it in. And I chooſe to un- 
derſtand the Apoſtle as deſcribing the abſolute and eſſen- 
tial nature of the act; as if he had faid, thus to do is 


. the moſt reaſonable thing in the world Now this may 


be enlarged upon in two views. | 
I. This is moſt equitable, juſt, and right: in 
this ſenſe we often uſe the word, reaſonable. Such a 
ny is bist realonable, we ſay, that is, tis perfectly 
| agreeable 
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agreeable to, or enjoined upon us by all the laws of 
juſtice and equity, or all the natural notions we have 
of what is fit to be done; tis highly congruous in 


the nature of the thing, and carries its own evidence 
along with it. For, 


1. This is but comporting with and anſwering the 
natural relations, that God ſtands in towards us. I 


hope I may take it for granted that he is the author of 


our beings, and of all the powers and capacities belong- 
ing thereto, our common parent: that our very exiſtence 
is by his permiſſion, and the manner of our exiſtence. 
wholly determinable by his pleaſure. From hence arifes 


our character and relation as creatures and dependanti, 


which it is moſt highly congruous we ſhould expreſs by 
our behaviour. And what leſs can anſwer thoſe rela- 
tions than devoting ourſelves to his fervice as our main 
buſineſs, and the great employment of our lives. A re- 


X ligious life is but acknowledging, and explicitely decla- 
ring, that all we are and have is, his ; tis only eccho- 


ing to and allowing the divine claim; when he fays all 
ſouls are his, tis but our practical agreement thereto, 


cc Yea, Lord, and 1 among the reſt: and are not 
ſuch expectations and demands on his part, ſuch ac- 


knowledgments on ours moſt reaſonable and juſt ? is 
it not fit to be owned when it can't be diſputed, much 
leſs, denied; and what way can it be owned if not by 
ſervice * he that gave us being, ſurely hath a right to 
give us laws; and if humane nature can be obliged to 
any thing as reaſonable and fit, it muſt be to the anſwer- 
ing and comporting with the divine commands; the 
aug gc of which 3 reſt ults from — being 


our 
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Religion, a be Service. 15 
dur maker, and which, can never be acknowledged, but 


by our conſtant and ckearful obedience. 


What need of more importunity ? may the atten- 


tive mind ſay ; „ He is my father, and I will ho- 


c nour him; he is my maſter, and I will ſerve him 
tc my very reaſon dictates the one, and conſtrains me 
to the other: ſuch an allcomprehending relation 


« ſhould not, and with thy help, O my God, ſhall 
c not ſtand, unanſwered'. In a word, if we would 
attend to the due meaſure and nature of things, nothing 
can be more beautiful as well as juſt, yea, beautiful, be- 


cauſe juſt, than that connection of the Apoſtle Paul's, 
when having mentioned the name of God, he adds, 
Whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, Acts xxvii. 23. | 

(2.) A religious life is highly equitable, ſince tis 
but a juſt return to the engagements of the divine love 
and goodneſs. Were the natural relation between God 
and us diſſolved, yet ſurely our common ſenſe of equi- 
ty would engage us to yield him what he had purchaſed, 
And hath not the God that hath been with us all our 
lives long, by his innumerable and undeſerved bleſ- 
ſings, paid down a ſufficient price for our ſervice ? 
bleſſings, which none but God could beſtow, none but 


he would continue. Can any thing take faſter hold of 


us, than what is founded, not only on our exiſtence, 


but on all the comforts and enjoyments of life, yea, 


all the hopes and expectations of a bliſsful eternity? 
and this religion is: ſhall not ſo much in hand and fo 
much more in reverſion prove an engagement? had 
we any propriety originally in our ſelves; the good- 
neſs we have experienced amidſt our abſolute depen; 

dance 
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16 Religion, a reaſonable Service. 
dance all our days upon the bounty of heaven, would 
in all juſtice and equity transfer the right of property 


to God. Tis upon the foot of common reaſon and 


equity the Apoſtle argues, when he claims the ſervice 
of body and foul for God, as the purchaſe of redeem- 
ing love and mercy. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Te are not your 


on, for ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God 
'with your 400, and with your ſpirit, which is Gods. 
Tis upon this the Apoſtle grounds the exhortation to 
a a religious life in the rext, and from whence he pro- 


nounces it a moſt reaſonable and equitable thing; nays 
the mercies of God gave fo juſt a claim to ſervice in 


the P/almiff's account, that he ſpeaks as one unable to 
diſpute or withſtand it. P/al. cxvi. 16. O Lord, truly I 


am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, fer thou haſt looſed my 
bonds : the reaſonableneſs of the thing was fo glaring, 
as even to extort a freſh dedication. *Tis this God is 


feeking by all the methods of his goodneſs ; ſomething _ 
ſiurely ſhould be rendered; what ſuitable acknowledg- 
ment can we make beſides ? what in juſtice can we do : 


leſs each one for our ſelves, than by lip and life to 
render our ſelves ? doth my heavenly father lay claim 
to my ſervice, and demand me for himſelf ; and doth 
he demand more than he hath purchaſed ? what opi- 
nion can I have of my ſelf in the eye of impartial rea- 


ſon, if his long attentive ear, his pitying heart, his 


amazingly bountiful hand, and reſcuing arm ſhould 


have no voice, no plea ; or if they are not ſufficient to 


bind me to himſelf for ever? | 
3. Our devoting our ſelves to God isa moſt rea- 


ſonable equitable thing, as no other can lay equal claim 
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to us, or hath an equal demand upon us. All the 
world that are come to any thing of years or age, are 
preſenting themſelves to ſome Maſter, ſome Lord, and 
engaging in ſome ſervice or another: all mankind are 
divided or ranged under two heads or rulers, God, or 
the Devil, and diſtinguithed by two forts of ſervice, 
q that of righteouſneſs, and that of ſin. Now when 
1 there are two that are putting in, as I may ſay, for the 
8 ſame ſoul, and the ſame obedience, what ſhould 
determine an intelligent creature, if the greateſt righgnt 
and the beſ# claim doth not? nay, in this caſe I 
may ſay, if a juſt right doth not carry it before meer 
uſurpation and pretence. And. what is there that the 
avowed enemy of mankind hath to found a claim up- 
on ? or what can the moſt ingenuouſly wicked, with 
all his pfejudices againſt God, or attachments to his 
vice, alledge as a plea of right againſt the divine claim? 
to attribute any of our bleſſings to the devil, or look 
on him any way as a benefactor, would be an im- 
peachment of our own underſtandings : ſince reaſon is 
ſufficient to aſſure us, that knowledge and skill todo miſ- 
chief, with power and will to effect it, is the cha- 
* racteriſticx of his nature. For whom then would l 
common equity determine it? would it not be for r 
I God? and pray remember, that facts expreſs more 
ſtrongly than words, even in the eye of the Goſpel; _ 
and as our Saviour hath ſufficiently obviatcd that cheat, | 
of ſerving two maſters, ſo in the language of the 
| Goſpel, as well as the nature of the thing, thoſe who 
engage in the Devil's ſervice, declare gain God | 
they who own the uſurpation of the one, deny the | 
claim and right of the other. If God be God, if he 
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13 Religion, a reaſonable Serwice. 
be the author of our beings, and ſpring of our blef-. 
| ſings, let us preſent ourſelves to him; if the Devil 
have any pretence to ſuch claims, let us yield ourſelves 
to him. O that the world were brought to that 
pals, to embrace the divine ſervice, and live to God, 


till they could find out one that could make a juſter 
and fuller claim; yea, that in reaſon or equity could 


which is impoſſible in the nature of things, all the 
reaſon, equity, and juſtice in the world demand us 
for himſelf. I come now to conſider the reaſonable- 
neſs of religion in another view, as reeing to ano- 
ther idea that word conveys. 

II. The engaging in and following a religious life is 


ples and dictates of reaſon : in being religious we act 
agreeably to all rational principles and motives of acti- 


conduct of that principle God hath giver us to act by 
as intelligent creatures, than we do in this. For, 

1. By preſenting ourſelves to God, or proſecuting 
a religious life, we comply with the advice, and put 


that have reaſon can deny; and could we engage any 


religious life is acting upon this dictate. 

It can never be matter of ſuſpicion with any, who 
conſult either reaſon or the word of God, who are 
ſwayed by evidence, and do not chop upon things as 
* and inclination may ſuggeſt, whether God hatli 
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produce any claim beſides himſelf ! till this can be done, 


reaſonable, as it perfectly harmonizes with all the princi- 


on: there is the trueſt reaſon in it, as well as the high= 
eſt reaſon for it: we never act more agreeing to the 


our ſelves under the conduct of our beſt, moſt an- 
doubted friend. That this is a diate of reaſon, none 


to follow a thought, *twould be as ſelf-evident, that a 
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our intereſt at heart, whether he wiſhes us well, or 
deſigns our benefit in all he propoſes or enjoins. What 
ſecuriry could we wiſh for greater than what his own 
nature gives us ? his all- ſufficiency ſets him beyond al 
manner of need of colluſion or deceit ; for what could 


| accrue to him by impoſing upon a worm? as to 
| goodneſs ; we can form no idea of him without it: 


there is no deity without it; for all other perfections 
become divine, or fit to be predicated of God, only 


as they are in conjunction therewith : and what idea 
can we form of divine goodneſs, but that of a ſincere. 


unchangeable deſire and deſign of making others hap- 


py ? this is its very eſſence. To look then upon the 


divine laws as the demands of meer ſoveraignty, is to 
reflect upon God, and to vilify them: they are in 
themſelves the diſplay of his love, receipts for happi- 
neſs, the counſels of a friend, one that cannot be miſ- 
taken or miſlead, as well as the injunctions of authori- 


ty; they import ſo much kindneſs and fafety, as that 


if we were at perfect liberty to comply or refuſe, 
ought in all reaſon to be our free choice. Whatever 
then may be ſuggeſted either by the wicked one, or 


our own appetites or inclinations, to lead us to another 


courſe, or to run counter to the divine rules, we 
ought to look upon it as the counſel of an enemy, and 


to treat it accordingly, To be religious then is to act 
upon this dictate of reaſon, That it is ſafeſt to follow the 
advice of an undoubted infallible friend, before an enemy : 


for with reference to God, ”tis eternally true, that to 


ſuſpect the goodneſs of his counſel, is to ſuſpect the per- 


fection of his nature; that the language of all his pre- 


E however they appears is no other than this, 
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This is the ay to be "ſafe and ſectre, walk in it; and 


when he diſſuades or forbids us any thing, tis only 
in other words, Do thy ſelf no harm. 
(2.) By a religious life we make the moſt of our 


ſelves and our e and herein is it acting moſt rea- 
ſonably. This is the ſame in other words with that 


indiſputable dictate of our common underſtanding, T hat 


the greater good is to be preferred to the leſs. The Devil 
himſelf we are told once plainly intimated, that God 
was not ſerved for nought : and nothing is more true; 
yea, that God is the ozly Maſter, and his the onh ſer- 


vice, of which we ſhall be able to make ſuch a declara- 
tion at the cloſe of life, and under the impartial reviews 
of a ſick bed. 

It may be allowed, the ſervice of fin i is not without 
its pleaſures and gratifications ; but when the account is 
made up, the amount is next ro nothing. They are al- 


together of the lower kind; they can be but ſhort; 


and often are accompanied at the time, or quickly ſuc- 
ceeded by farewel pangs; girds of an accuſing mind, 
and ſelf reproaches for madneſs and folly : which cir- 
cumſtances being taken in, many in that ſervice are 
forced to acknowledge, That ſuch pleaſures rob them 
ce of more ſatisfaction than they yield; that ſuch plea- 


« ſures are the loſs of pleaſure On the other hand, 


it muſt be acknowledged, that religion doth contract 
the circle of our gratifications; there are ſome things it 
ties us up from, that might be agreeable to the lower 
part of us: but then let it be conſidered, there is ſtill 
room enough left even as to lower gratifications ; all the 
reaſonable deſires of nature are allowed : it is only thoſe 
are cut off, that are more pain than pleaſure : it is only 
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the regulating our affections and paſſions, that we are 


obliged to ; whereby they bring us in more, than if 
they were left from under any reſtraint: and it muſt 


ever be allowed as one of reaſons firſt dictates, To ſubmit 
to a leſſer inconveniency to avoid a much greater. 


But many are the poſitive advantages of religion, 


which no other ſervice can pretend to. There is no- 


thing ſo agreeable to, or perfective of the nobleſt part 
of our natures; nothing that keeps conſcience always 


a friend, nothing that will bear reflection, like it ſelf x 
but were the religious perſon but upon a Auel with 
others in point of advantage as to this life, yet when 
we put an heaven in the ſcale, as we are allowed to do, 


it may be truly ſaid, they make more of their time, 
their Iabour, and their ſafferings to, than others. God 


bids moſt, he gives moſt for a life and ſervice: none 


have thoſe returns of profit, that his ſervants have. 
The ſumm is this, that perſon receives moſt in hand, 
and is beſt provided for as to an hereafter, who is a vo- 


tary to religion: he hath more ix it, and more for it 


as the conſequence of his courſe, than can be obtained in 
any other ſervice, Godlineſs is the greateſt gain; and 
reaſon, conſcience, and true intereſt are all on one ſide, 

3. Embracing and following a religious life is what 
we ſhall never repent of; and therein 'tis acting moſt 


rationally. And what record or hiſtory can yield us 
any inſtance of ſuch a repentance ? many have repen- 


ted, and all will ſooner or later, that 1s, charge them- 
ſelves with acting unreaſonably, for neglecting it; 


which ſtill more confirms the reaſonableneſs of embra- 


cing it: but let thoſe be asked whoſe religion hath coſt 


them moſt i in this life; who have laboured molt to en- 
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gage in it at firſt, who have ſuffered moſt to maintain 
x I fay, let ſuch be conſulted at the period of a long 
and a very rough courſe, and we may venture to put the 
reaſonableneſs of the ſervice upon their award. No, 
the mind may be at perfect eaſe in this matter, it never 
ſhalt wiſh zo? to have been religious: twill be the moſt 


agrecing thing to the mind, to have chooſe the ways 
of the Lord, and to have cleaved thereto : the mind 


will always approve, applaud, encourage, and bleſs. 


Our hearts will not reproach for this on the borders of 
the grave : a ſeaſon when the mind judges moſt impar- 


tially, and is enlightened moſt fully: and if not ther, 


never after: the glorious reward ſhall prevent every 
thing of that kind, as coming from the hand of an all- 


wiſe impartial judge; what he confers, ſhall confirm 


the reaſonableneſs of our choice and courſe, and the 
bleſſed conſequences thereof render every thing that 


looks like repenting, impoſſible. O happy choice, 
_ bliGful confirmation 


A religious life is the moſt ne thing as It 


Nands i in the higheſt degree of neceſſity and impor- 


tance. It is a maxim that I cannot conceive of an ob- 
jection to, That every thing ſhould be regarded according to 
the degree of conſequence and importance that attends it. 
All means receive their value from the end they are to 


ſecure; and the neceſſuy of the means is in proportion 
to the importance of the end, and its aptitude and ten- 
dency to ſecure it. In this view of a means to an end, 


tis plain, religion ought in all reaſon. to be embraced 
and followed, 7 


This is a certain way to the happineſs 4 an ofter- 


ſtate ; tis preſcribed, and therefore certain: it aſſu- 
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redly jeads to the bliſsful preſence of God, to the at⸗ 
tainments of the pleaſures at his right-hand : pleaſures | 
; ſuitable, perfect, and everlaſting. He whoſe gift | 
MH eternal life is, he whoſe purchaſe it is hath connected 4 
| religion and heaven together ; the one as the way, the 9 
f 


other as the end: none were ever diſappointed whoſe 

lives were prevailingly ſquared by it, whoſe hopes 
were founded upon it. 

| And as this is the certain way to happineſs, ſo *tis 


the only way; the great beſtower of eternal life, hath 
promiſed it upon his, but at the ſame time, forbids us | 
to expect it upon am other terms. In this reſpe&t te 
. Way is narrow, it is but one, in oppoſition to the ma- 
k ny by- paths that lead to deſtruction, Mart. vii. 14. 
| this renders religion ſtil more neceſſary, and the mind- 


ning it ſtill more reaſonable. Nay, were not this the 
6 divine appointment, yet the nature of the thing eſta- 
bliſhes it beyond a poſſibility of diſpenſation. Tis 
religion muſt prepare us for heaven, the ſervice of 
God below muſt qualify us ſor it above: tis that con- 
formity to God, that correſpondency in our nature 
and behaviour to his (in which religion lies) that muſt 
| naturalixe our ſouls to heaven. What would an anre- 
| ſigned, undevoted creature do there? if it ſuffered not a 
baniſhment from God, it would iſh it, from an in- 
capacity of happineſs in ſuch a ſtate; from the want 
of that meetneſs and ſuitableneſs which religion muſt 
procure. In a word, without religion here, a ſoul 
hereafter muſt be miſerable both from God and it ſelf. 
As life and death therefore are the moſt concerning 
things to us, fo it is but reaſonable in all our eſtimati- 
ons of things, dreadful, or deſirable, to give the ' 
_ deference. | 


P en et Ta 4 


* 
he * r err ee n ke Tg 


{Ergo 


— 


-» 
— * a _— — * "O48 
d— — — U—ñ——é —— —— z 3 A 2 {ve * 
7 — — — 5 g A, — _— : - 7 — — * 
— — — — * 1 
— = a * — * SETS. K* * 
2 — Y 9 verge hrs n - - — . I 2 
— _m—  — — — —— — ** „ * 2 3 ene i wy”. 
— — —— — — — 8 0 


4 
1 
„ 
1 
| 
1 
4 


N N 


24 Religion, a reaſonable Service. 
deference. to what is, eternal; and as religion is the 
certain and only way to attain an everlaſting bliſs, and 
eſcape a miſery of equal duration, it muſt have the pre- 
cedence of every thing in point of zeceſſity; and here- 
upon to embrace and follow it, is the higheſt demon- 
ſtration of reaſon and underſtanding. 

From what hath been ſuggeſted, 220 remarks moſt 
naturally artſe. 

1ſt Remark. An irreligious ſi ſinful life is a moſt inex- 
cuſable diſgraceful thing. What is it that the Lord 
our God requires of us, but that we act agreeably to 
the faculties he hath given us, and behave as our own 
unbiaſſed underſtandings would direct. He doth not 


| fay, behave as angels, but, ſhew yourſelves, men: it 


is not expected our actings ſhould equal a /aperior 
rank of beings, but only that they be ſuitable to what 
a wiſe and gdod God hath made us. | 


I don't expect thoſe who abjure revelation ſhould be 


moved by urging the authority of an Apoſtle upon 


them; but I would refer ſuch, who live in a courſe of 
impiety, to their grand rule, their profeſſed directory, 


- THEIR REASON. Many value themſelves upon 


the title of men of reaſon, and profeſs to follow it 


Wherever it would lead them. T like their name, and 


their profeſſion exceedingly : and wiſh ſuch would 
conſult and ſubject themſelves to their avowed prin- 
ciple in this moſt important point; end then I am 
ſure they would find it ratify the Apoſtle's declaration, 
that religion is a moſt reaſonable ſervice, and fix, the 


brand of unreaſonable and fooliſh upon them, if they 
are in any other. But this is the unhappineſs; we 


cannot engage thoſe in the ſervice of fin, to bring their 
actions 
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actions to the teſt of reaſon : ſurely there is ground to 
ſuſpect, they know they wont bear it; that they can- 
not impartially conſider, and at the ſame time be ſatisfied 
with themſelves ; that if they ſhould uſe their under- 
ſtandings, they looſe their peace, and all reputation 
with themſelves. It is not certainly for the credit of 
irreligion, that when men act like men, they muſt re- 
nounce it; that when they come to themſelves, they 
will of courſe devote themſelves to God. 

It is a ſtrange form of entreaty to uſe with ſuch 
beings as we are, and yet, alas, what occaſion is there 


for 11 Be ye not as the horſe, or as the mule, that have 
220 underſtanding. « Ye are not brutes; act not as 


« they, with reaſon about you.” Let me with the 
tendereſt affection beſeech thoſe. that are running 
counter to all the principles and admonitions of their 
own minds, to make a ſtand, and that ſpeedily; eſpe- 
cially my younger friends, whom I have had my 
eye principally upon. If fin is the moſt comprehen- 
ſroe deſtructive folly, than certainly this day is the 
propereſt ſeaſon to begin to be wiſe ; the ſooner, the 
better: methinks, enough hath been ſaid to throw 
ſuch into the deepeſt thoughtfulneſs; to turn their 
own minds upon them whether they will or no, in 
ſome ſuch manner as this. What have I been 
„doing, how unrighteouſly, how unreaſonably have 
J ated! how unſuitably to God, how unlike my- 
« ſelf ! made reaſonable, but behaving like a brute, 
« refuſing his rightful claim, to which I had no 
“ juſt exception; enduring more for miſery, than 


heaven and happineſs would have coſt me: fooliſh 
| 2M * 
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} , ſtupid creature that I Was! O my God, I bluſh 
'F 6 and am aſhamed to lift up my face to thee: : but 
14 « if thou wilt accept a poor wandring,. now return- 
4 6 ing creature, L would ſolemnly, preſent my ſelf 
i Mt 1 through a redeemer, to love thee, ſerve thee, and 
i} be prepare to enjoy thee—Moſt reaſonable thing ! 1— 
1 « And that, with greater zeal and faithſulne(s, than 
4 cc ever 1 diſcovered i in my former ſervice.” T5 con: | 
1 dude this, if any are convinced, that continuing. in N 
1 1 | a fi nful courſe 15 unreaſonable and foolith ; ; to defer ; 
}F 3 change of life to ſome uncertain futuriry, is but 
1 to cheat themſelves with an after wiſdom, whilſt 
; } N tbey may be eternally undone for a preſent. folly. 
5 2d. Remark, A good man's choice and courſe is 
4 highly juſtifiable, and he hath great encouragement 
1 to go on. He hath all the reaſon in the world on 
1 his. ſide. Let him take what dictate of reaſon he 
4 will, he will find bis courſe as far as it is religious, 
' || 15 acting upon it. For what i 18 religion? but to re- 
5 verence the Lord of heaven and earth; to love the 
1 being to whom we owe dur alt; to ſtudy the plea- 
1 Logs and dread the offending him, whoſe fmiles or 
4 frown create our heaven or hell: What more rea- 


ſonable, what more eaſily defended? ſuch do but act 
1 in this moſt important matter, as thoſe who are eſteemed 
tte wiſeſt men do, in all other caſes. Religion then 
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| doch not owe its force to the weakneſs of the ſubject 5 

| it works upon; nor can all the artifice in the world ft 
1 make that calumny good; but to'its own reaſonablentſs ; 

it is not the want of underſtanding, 2s ſome would 
js Viel infirnzare, . to ue its 95 are to be 
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aſcribed, but to the advancement. of 1 reaſon and unders 


ſtanding t to that ſuperiority : and f ways which « our maker 


=S 


intended when he made us reaſonable, and from whence 


Go.. on therefore, | you that have thus, preſented 
yourſelves to God, | go on I beſeech you more vi- 
gorouſly, more obſtinately, and at more in earneſt 
regard no ſacers or ſpeeches, as you cari haye the ap- 
plauſes of your own conſciences when you will ; the 
ſervice you are in is moſt reaſonable, 'moſt reputable; 
and as long as reaſon keeps its own ground, religion 


| cannot looſe its hold. 


Let your whole walk teſtify a conſcionſneſs of the 


. reaſonableneſs of your choice, and the diſpoſal of your- 
felves to God. Avow it, by appearing religious upon 


all fit occaſions, and by remonſtrating prudently againſt 
its contrary : be not aſhamed of religion till you have 


cauſe for it; that is, till it ceaſes to be reaſonable: 
your choice will bear the teſt of impartial univerſal 
reaſon, the moſt; enlightned awakned mind, and a 


judgment bar; and ſer theſe againſt every thing elſes 
refle& frequently upon the reaſonableneſs of your 
choice; every deliberate thought will confirm you 


in it, and contribute to your pleaſure and ſtedfaſt- 


neſs; and might I adviſe you, upon the commencing 
of a new year, you ſhould ratify it afreſh by a ſolemn 
aft of dedication ; that having determined ſo wiſely 


you might perſiſt in it: to which the mercies of the 
paſt are ſurely an affecting engagement. I would 
upon the whole beſeech all that hear me; ſuffer me 
to Pr by the mercies of God, by thoſe that 
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are paſt, by. thoſe in hand, and the amazing ones 15 
promiſe and proſ pect, that you preſent yourſelves to 
him, conſent to his government, yield to his autho- 


— — 


rity and conduct; and then whilſt others are con- 


tinually haunted with the ſhane of their galt, and 


the fear of their danger ; you may be as couragious 
as innocence, as confident. and eaſy as reaſon and 
ttuth, and ſhall be finally as happy as heaven itſelf 


can mike "IF. 
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